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The Art Guys® 
Biography 

 
The Art Guys are Michael Galbreth (b. 1956, Philadelphia) and Jack Massing (b. 1959, Buffalo) who began 
working together as The Art Guys in 1983 after meeting while students at the University of Houston. Since 
that time their work has been included in more than 150 exhibitions in museums, galleries and public spaces 
throughout the United States and in other parts of the world including Europe and China. Additionally, their 
work has been seen in more than 40 solo exhibitions among which include the Contemporary Arts Museum 
Houston, The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art, Tacoma Art 
Museum, the de Saisset Museum, the Southeastern Center for Contemporary Art and the Tampa Museum of 
Art. 
 
The Art Guys have experimented with a wide range of materials and activities in their attempt to expand the 
dialog and boundaries of art. Sculpture, drawing, performances, installations and video are among the many 
forms The Art Guys have employed, with food, drugs, pencils, baseball bats, car lot flags, toothbrushes and 
matches as just a small sampling of the unconventional materials they have utilized. Using an open and 
offbeat “direct-to-the public” methodology, they have presented their work in grocery stores, movie theaters, 
airports, restaurants, sports arenas and many other non-traditional venues for experiencing art while also 
exploiting mass media and entertainment to explore contemporary society and issues. They are perhaps most 
well known for their numerous staged performances, public spectacles, and “behavioral” interventions in a 
wide array of situations that have blurred the divisions between art and life. 
 
Described in the New York Times as “a cross between Dada and David Letterman, John Cage and the 
Smothers Brothers,” The Art Guys often use humor and everyday materials as a way to demystify art in an 
attempt to welcome a broad range of audiences into the discourse of contemporary art. In this way their work 
has been compared to medieval court jesters and fools as well as noted 20th century artists like Marcel 
Duchamp and Dada, Fluxus artists, Andy Warhol and William Wegman among others.  Theirs is a world 
where the everyday becomes monumental, where humor is serious, and the ridiculous meets the sublime. 
 
Articles, reviews and stories about their work have appeared in The New York Times, The New Yorker, 
Wall Street Journal, Art In America, ArtNews, Artforum, Sculpture Magazine, CNN, CBS News Sunday 
Morning and many more.   
 
More information may be found on their website at TheArtGuys.com. 


